●○● Report from Mr. Nay Lin Soe, 
a CBR worker in Yangon, Myanmar (July 26, 2008) ●○●
Early in May, 2008, Cyclone called Nargis hit the capital and coastal area of Myanmar.  Among plenty of people suffering from Nargis, victims with disabilities have little access to emergency aid.  Mr. Soe, who was a trainee of Duskin Leadership Training in Japan in 2005, got involved in the activities to support the persons with disabilities and their families in the affected area.
Responding to his request, DPI-Japan and the Japan Council on Independent Living Centers launched a donation campaign.  Because we have no local office in Mammary, both organizations decided to hand the donation to AAR-Japan which operates emergency project there.  On August 1, 2008, \867,954 was sent to AAR-Japan.
Report From Nay Lin Soe(7th Duskin Trainee)　 

Ⅰ．Introduction: 
I am now working at Eden Centre for Disabled Children (ECDC) for a three year CBR Project in Hlaing-thar-yar area as Project Manager. And I have been contributing at a Self-help Organization of PWDs called Raise up PWD's Development Group - RPDG in Yangon as Secretary since 2004 and implementing the activities with disabled friends together through holidays. In additional, I am participating at Myanmar Physically Handicapped Association (MPHA) as one of EC members.

Ⅱ．Our Actions for Cyclone affected families with disabled persons:
After Cyclone, Nargis, we have been doing the following actions for disabled people and their families affected by Cyclone within Yangon Division area.
May 1st week to 3rd week,
Visited to the disabled people & families in the community and collected the data of their damaged things and affected problems due to Cyclone. (We had visited to at least 170 families in the community.) During home visits, we made encouragement and counseling, and provided some rice and noodle packages door to door to 65 families through the supporting of Eden Centre.
May 4th week to June 1st week,
We made delivery to disabled persons and their families necessary emergency foods and some aids funded by AAR-Japan.
June 1st week to till now,
We made delivery again to disabled people and families in Hlaing-thar-yar area necessary emergency foods funded by New Humanity FOCSIV (NHF). At the present, we are providing emergency foods to 165 families with disabled person under the supporting of NHF.
July 1st week to 3rd week,
We went field visit for survey and reconstructed 10 houses of disabled people which were totally destroyed by Cyclone through the supporting of Moe-gyoe Humanitarian Foundation.

Ⅲ．Current Situation of Disabled people affected Cyclone in Myanmar:

Persons with disabilities (PWDs) and their families have been suffering many disadvantages and face difficulties due to lack of awareness within the society and lack of opportunities, facilities and resources readily available for them since before Cyclone, Nargis.  At that time, the natural disaster had happen on them and gave again additional barriers and challenges for them.  After the Cyclone Nargis, many families became homeless and are facing difficulties due to lack of food, clean water, and shelters.  Among them are, PWDs and their family members, who have suffered the most.  In Yangon area alone, there are at least 250 disabled people (out of 550 PWDs in Yangon area- our RPDG's survey) living under extreme conditions: some have lost their loved ones, houses, mobility aids (wheel-chairs, crutches), shops, etc. We hope there are a lot of disabled people affected Cyclone in Aye-yar-waddy Division and they are requiring the necessary aids for their rehabilitation. Most of NGO's emergency supporting is  difficult to reach there due to lack of data of disabled people, inaccessible transportation and very far.
Foods and materials for reconstructions are very requinging for PWDs in some area severely affected Cyclone. And rehabilitation of small business/own shops run by disabled are also requiring.
At the present, the following INGOs are working for relief and rehabilitation of disabled people.
・AAR-Japan　　

・The Leprosy Mission International (TLMI)　　

・World Vision-Myanmar

Ⅳ．Our Self-help group (RPDG)'s Planning:
We are planning to continue the following activities with finding donor.
　・Reconstructing houses and shops of disabled people within Yangon area
　・Providing capital fund for their small business for job opportunities
　・Supporting assistive devices for mobility
　・Doing counseling and encouragement for morale

Reported by;
Nay Lin Soe (7th Duskin Trainee)
CBR Project Manager
Eden Centre for Disabled Children (ECDC)

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



