HIV/AIDS awareness in Asia-Pacific Disability Community

Topong Kulkhanchit

Regional Development Officer

DPI Asia-Pacific Region

In general, people with disabilities in developing countries are always in the state of inadequate or lacking of education, social skills, economic independence, access to information and physical environment. These conditions cause them not well aware of HIV/AIDS consequently.

In Asia-Pacific region, I cannot specific research or report on the relevance between HIV/AIDS and people with disabilities. However, we can find, even not many, low-scale projects and activities conducted by DPOs, not at national scheme. It is found that deaf group is most active among disability community, followed by blind group. We cannot find any report mentioned about people with intellectual or behavioral disability. We,  either, cannot find in any national report on HIV/AIDDS in this region mentioned about people with disabilities relatively.

Projects or activities concerning HIV/AIDS conducted by DPOs can be seen, for instance as production of media (Braille, tape, VCD), seminar, workshop, training. 

In India, Association for Blindness and Low Vision adapted and produced campaign materials in Braille/large print to create awareness of HIV/AIDS among people with visual impairment. 5,000 copies in Braille and 10, 000 copies in large print both are in Hindi/English were distributed among more than 100 blind institutions in India during 2004-2005. The IEC Material was also printed by Helen Keller Institute for Deaf/DeafBlind – Mumbai. Awareness Workshop on HIV/AIDS was organized in March 2004.  125 Blind and Low Vision persons living in Mumbai/suburbs attended the Workshop. The Blind Mens' Association organized a one-day workshop in February 2005. 
All India Confederation of the Blind and Asian Blind Union had produced a book titled “AIDS  Kee Chunautiyan” (The Challenges of AIDS) which has been sent to some Institutions and individuals on request. It is a priced publication of National Book Trust of India. 

In Pakistan, there was an awareness program organized by Pakistan Association of Deaf (PAD) for the deaf people. Among the 25 participants only 2 participants were aware about HIV/AIDS. 

In Thailand, the National Association of the Deaf in Thailand (NADT) conducted training seminar on HIV/AIDS in 4 regions nationwide in the past 3-4 years. They develop and modify training course. Training of the Training Course was also provided for selected deaf themselves. VCDs and posters were produced and disseminated among deaf community for the campaign. Concerning young deaf, NADT produced a short stage performance and visited all schools for the deaf. NADT, however, still provides counseling service for their members. Designated sign interpreters attached to NADT are responsible for. All data has been kept confidentially. However, unofficial rough number shows thousands of deaf infected and hundreds died of HIV/AIDS.
· Deaf people have been afraid of lacking adequate knowledge and information due to communication problem;

· Among deaf community, changing partners happen easily, widely;

· They don’t realize the important of using condom;

· They can not apply for regular existing services because of no sign interpreter;
· etc.

This situation shows PWDs are on high risk of HIV/AIDS infection.
