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(Botswana)
People with disabilities are more vulnerable to poverty and HIV/AIDS for a number of reasons also some impediments of life:

Some people with disabilities are taken advantage of by the so called non-disabled counter part by engaging them in sexual activities remaining them open to pandemic diseases like of STDs, HIV/AIDS. Most of the parents have an attitude that having a child with disability is a curse that they even hide them from the public.

(Lesotho)
With support from the American Embassy in Lesotho, a series of workshops were held for People with Disabilities with the purpose of highlighting them with the effects of this Epidemic Disease, major concern being the myths surrounding PWD's in connection with this disease. Efforts are to sensitize the communities, private employers, government Ministries about the time stories of People with Disabilities rather than disseminating false myths about HIV/AIDS and PWD's. LNFOD member organisations in their capacity also have programmes on HIV/AIDS, funded by their respective Donors.

(Malawi)
FEDOMA has been implementing a project on Effective HIV/AIDS and Reproductive Health Information for Persons with Disabilities from 2003 to date with support from the Canadian International Development Agency.  The project aims at ensuring that men and women with disabilities are included in the National HIV/AIDS Policy and have equal access to information and actively participate in HIV/AIDS awareness and initiative programmes.

The project involved conducting a research on the impact of HIV/AIDS on persons with disabilities, where it was discovered that persons with hearing and speech impairment are the most vulnerable because of lack of information on the pandemic.  The result also indicate that most person with disabilities get information on HIV/AIDS through radio.

Under this project, women were trained to be peer educators and eventually become HIV/AIDS Desk Officers in their disability organizations.  The trained women also organized workshops with Disability Stakeholders to review the National HIV/AIDS Policy.  The review results were that disability was not clearly mentioned in the policy and there was need to meet the policy makers on the need.

A workshop was also organized for the HIV/AIDS stakeholders to sensitise them on the need to include persons with disabilities in their programmes through demonstrations.  Many stakeholders pledged to start including persons with disabilities and also seek advice wherever necessary to the federation on disability issues.

The same project had also the trained women organizing community awareness campaigns on the need to include persons with disabilities in the community HIV/AIDS programmes and initiatives.  Demonstrations, poems, dramas by persons with disabilities and the community carrying messages on inclusion of persons with disabilities were some of the campaign activities.

Radio programmes have been organized to sensitise persons with disabilities and the policy makers on the available HIV/AIDS services and the need to include persons with disabilities in HIV/AIDS programmes respectively.

FEDOMA, through the partnership with CIDA is often invited to their partnership meetings to give presentations on Disability and HIV/AIDS.  This is usually the right platform for advocating for mainstreaming disability in HIV/AIDS programmes.

(Mozambique)
Organisations activities for HIV/AIDS awareness

We have trained members of the Association throughout the country to be activists in the area of HIV/AIDS to educate other members. We have also carried out mitigation projects in a number of districts.

Our new strategy includes the following areas and activities that are currently being developed:-

a) promote use of special techniques for the transmission of the message about prevention of HIV/AIDS to visually impaired people – includes advocate with donors about the need to mainstream disablity by using special techniques that emphasise touch for the cognitive understanding of people with visual impairment and working with development organisations to explain these techniques.

b) Promote self esteem and self sufficiency of members to enable them to avoid decision leading to the risk of HIV infection and reduce vulnerability to sexual exploitation – includes sessions on sex education for members, training on elaboration and implementation of income generation projects and promotion of leisure activities.

c) Encourage HIV+ members of the Association to live a positive life – includes encouraging members to take voluntary tests to know their situation, organise and participate in seminars where some members are trained to give advice to HIV+ members and investigate need/ possibility to establish groups of visually impaired people living with AIDS.

d) Promote support programmes for orpans and vulnerable children of members and those affected by AIDS – includes registering orphans and vulnerable children of members of the Association, advocating for the inclusion of these children in community programmes and carry out assistance programmes for these children. 

(Namibia)
· On HIV/AIDS there been many workshops of HIV/AIDS for people with disabilities (PWD’S), mainstreaming workshops for AIDS services providers. The National Federation of People with Disabilities in Namibia (NFPDN) is working with NANASO the umbrella body of organizations working in the field of HIV/AIDS.

· NFPDN used to have a special person, dealing only with HIV/AIDS, but due to financial constraints this position is not filled at the moment. There is a work plan for 3 years, dealing with information to pwd’s, mainstreaming disability, training pwd’s as peer educators, trainers and counselors, developing disability specific HIV/AIDS materials and conducting regional and local information workshops.

· The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, after extensive lobbying of NFPDN, will produce HIV/AIDS materials in Braille and large print.

(Swaziland)

· National Emergency Response Council on HIV AIDS in Swaziland (NERCHA)

The financial support from NERCHA, FODSWA has been able to draft a Disability HIV/AIDS Strategic Plan.
(Zambia)

Through partnership and funding received from the Zambia National Aids Network (ZNAN), a local HIV/AIDS funding organization has managed to:

· Train 20 disabled people in peer education and counseling.

· Train HIV counselors working in various HIV/AIDS testing centers in Lusaka in sign language for easy communication with deaf persons.

· Conduct workshops in Lusaka, Kabwe, Mazabuka and Chipata districts on HIV/AIDS to create awareness of the dangers of the disease among disabled persons.

· Manage to initiate income-generating activities such as bee and fish keeping, boreholes for irrigation purposes etc.  All these have been given to different disability groupings in Central, Eastern and Southern provinces of Zambia.

· Participated in a lot of workshops, seminars, symposiums and meetings organized by other organizations such as the National Aids Council (NAC), International Labour Organisation (ILO) among others.

· Produces 6,000 brochures this year for persons with disabilities to create awareness.

(Zimbabwe)
On HIV, FODPZ is involved mostly at policy level.  Although we do not have a representative at NAC, some members of FODPZ are in the lower structures.. For instance I represent the national federation at PAAC.. As a result gets information on the activities of NAC. Although FODPZ does not get much funding from NAC, individual member organizations do in a very small scale. Care givers are not keen to assist the disabled. Development organizations do not always funds HIV/AIDS programs run by the disabled, despite lobbying by FODPZ. .In fact since FODPZ has no staff or secretariat, it is difficult to effectively and practically make progress on areas such as Environment, poverty alleviation, Gender, Human rights and Rural development. However activities such as the International Day of the Disabled are now being organized by FODPZ in conjunction with government. We view that as a token recognition by the state.

